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" he Safe Side. 


REHEARSAL. 


A Letter fent to me, Calling it a Popifh Argument to perfwade People to take 


F2UMD. 31. 


The Argument is Good, and all Pecple in their Wits will take itr. We make 


* fe of it again(t the Papiffs. 


Not they againft Us, except in one point, which ‘has been Sufficiently Clear’d 


till they have no more to fay. 


‘even by 
5. Our Pres 


their own Confeffion. 


Three Points for the Pre/byterians to Cleat, before their Baptifms can be valid, 


byterians ftand uponadifferent Foot from Geneva, Holland, or any of 


the Reformed abroad, or any Charch that ever was in the World. 
6. They own now, That they have no Argument left, but to Stir up Perfecution 


againft me for Difowning their Bapti/m. 
In Order to which, the Obfervator {nfults the Mixiftry, Calls them Scandalous 


4 and Usjuftifiable if they do not Profecute me, 


in Scotland. 


becaufe Presbytery is Eftabli(h’d 





samt ene 


WEDNESDAY, Sanuary 26. 1708. 





Have a Letter for you, 
Mafter, ther is noName 
to it, but it is in thefe 
words, 


(16) Countryman. 


Sir, Perufing your laft Rebearfal, 1 was 
« furpriz’d among other things to find you 
« make ufe againft the Presbyterians of one 
“ of the Weakeft and moft trivial Argu- 
« ments that the Papiffs ufually bring a- 
 gainft Proteftants in General. Your Words 
«“ are thefe, Wou'd tender Parents confider fe- 
« rioufly of this, they wou'd not bring them (1. 
“ e. their Children) to at the beft Doubted Bap- 
& ifm, they wou'd not run any Hazard of théir 
Souls, but go where their Baptifm was fecure 
& even by the Confefion of the Presbyterians, 
« and fo wowd be fafe on all Sides, How 
« eafily this may be turn’d by a Papift I eave 
“ your felf to Judge, and only tell you, that 
“ fome people think that Truth often fuffers 
“ more by a weak Defence than the moft 
© yjgorous Attacks. 

I am, 


Fanuary the Sr, Your moft, &c. 


6th 1708. 


(2.) Rebearfal. 1 believe this comes from 
.a well-meaning Man. Therefore I will give 
him a fair Anfwer. That in all the Dif- 
putes betwixt the Church of Rome and Us, 
we have the Advantage of this Argument 
againft them, in every Point but one. For 
example, they fay, That if the Church thought 
it fit to give the Communion i 











to have the Publick Offices in the Vulgar 
Tongue, to have no Images or Piffures of 
God the Father in their Churches, and over 
the Altar, or indeed any where elfe,and fo 
of other Matters, it wou’d do well, and 
they wou’d be Pleas’d with it, and all of 
them that ever I met with fay, they wou'd 
be Glad and Rejoice in it. And confefs 
That (bateing the urbority of the Church) 
we are on the Safer fide of the Queftion. 
For none fay it is a Siz to Worthip Ged 
without any /mage of Him before me. There- 
fore the whole Hazard lies on the other fide. 
viz. Whether that be not the /ddatry for- 
bidden Deut. iv. 12. 15, 16, &c. And many 
other places in Scripture? Again, it can be 
no Siz to Receive the H. Sacrament in both 
Kinds, as it was Inftituted. But the Dif- 
pute is, Whether taking away the Cup is 
not Mutilating the Sacrament,and Confequent- 
ly Sacrilege, as Pope Gelafius cail’d it ? And 
then, whether the Council of Confiance had 
Authority to Enact this Sacrilege, with a 
Non Objtante to the Inftitution of Chrif, and 
the Prattice of the Church to that Time 
which was 1400 Years after Chri//? | fay, 
Sr. we have no Plainer and moe Perfwa- 


| ding: Arguments againft the Papif/fs, than to 


fhew them, That we are on the Safer fide 
al] the way. And wou’d you have us lofe 
this Advantage, by Running down the Ar- 
gument of being on the Safer fide ? 


(3.) But now, Sir, the only Point where. 


n both Kinds, | in the Papifts precend to Turn this Argu- 


meng 
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men upon us, is on Account of our Adif- 
And this Grounded on a falfé’and 
foolifh Story they had Trumpt up of the 
Nag’s-Head Confecration. But this has been 
Confuted, and our firft Confecrations fo fully 
Vindicated, that, as Airch-Bifhop Brambal 
has fhew’d to us, the Papz/ts themfelves have 
Quitted. that Pretence and given it up. 
Fhe Arch-Bifhop has Printed the Original 
Record of that Corfecration which is ftill Pre- 
ferv’d and forth Coming. So that ther is no 
Difpute of the Validity of our Ordinarions, nor 


fion. 


Confequently of our Baprifi. 
Therefore, Sir, we may Perfwade you 


the Sure? fide, without giving any Advantage 
tuthe Papifts; for We Perfwade them by 
And think our felves 


the fame Argument. 
en the Safe fide, in our Difputes wi 
Them, as well as with You. 


(4-) The Dangers to which you are Ex- 
pos'd, and from which we are Free are 


thefe. 


1. If Presbyterian Ordination be not Valid, 
then thofe fo Ordain’d are ftill Lay-Aen, 
and have no more Right to Adminifter 


Baptifis than any other Lay-Adan. 


And, as I have faid before, their Admini- 
frrations are more Culpable. Becaufe a Lay- 
Man or Woman who Baptizes in Cafe of Ne- 


ceffity only, do’s not Ufurp any Authority, o 


Pretend to the Pri¢fthood. But the others 
do, and that in Dire&t Oppofition to the 


Bifhop, and in Defyance of his Authority. 


2. How can Presbyterian Ordination be De- 
duc’d from the Apoftles, if ther was not a 


Presbyterian Church (that is, of Presbyters with 
out a Bifbep, in our fenfe of the Word, a 
Diftins from and Superior tO Presbyrers 
throughout the whole World for 1500 Year 


after Crit ? 


3. If no Inftance can be given of any 
Reform’d Church, where the Presbyters ftand 
out in Oppofition to their own Reform’d 
and Orthodox Bifhops, and Condeinn Epifco- 


pacy it felf? 


I have before Quoted Calvin faying, That 
ther is no Anathema too Great for fuch. 


And Beza calls them A4ad+/4en. 


(s-) And now, Sir, give me leave to 


{peak to you with all ahe. Calmne/s and 


Good-will in the World. If thefe things can- 


mot be got over Plainly and Clearly, then 
by your own Confeflion, Presbyterian Baptifm 
cannot be Valid, | mean of thofe among 
us, who ftand out in Oppofition to our 
Bifhops. Their Cafe is not the Cafe of any 
other Reform’d Church. They ftand Apart 
from all the Churches of Chriff that now 


are, or ever were in the whole World. If 


they fay not, let them Name that Church 
which has Condemn’d Epifcopacy, as fuch, 
that is, as the Afead of the Ecclefiaftical 
Hierarchy wpon Earth They can Name 


to 


th 


r 


S 


) 


Ss 


cious Libeller. 


George Ridpath, Newfmonger, C. 
r. Con 
madverfions on his Scurtilods Py 





None, but the Kirk ia,’ $a oe eae? 
blifh’d, and Themfelves when Epalfeee 
gland in the Rebellion of Forty One 0 Mp. 
try if they can get fuch ap Atte 
gaint Epifcopacy frm Geteng. 
Aolland. All of whofe 


fhop. But our Presbyterians fay, That Ber 
copacy is an Encroachment apd furl, 


upon the Church all over the World. as 
In this Kingdom. And fo put Themfetveg ; 
the other Scale againft all the World 
_ And if their Canfe is thus Deftieutes ty 
Sir, have I not Reafon to Renew MY. Ay. 
plication to all tender Parents, that they bring® 
not their Children to fuch, at the bef 
Doubted Baptifm, when they may haye Ww ae 
is Secure, by the Confeffion of all the Chivehe, 
now in the World, or that ever have béen ? 
And I fhall be Glad to Heat from yoy, 
gain (tho’ Unknown to me) how this 
folution I have given you, without p m 
or Prejudice, has fatisfy’d "you, or if Me" 
have any further Scruple herein, thas m in 
Endervours may remove. — 


(6.) Conmtryem. Thope this w} 

Gentleman as it do’s ae And ‘en the 
That all the 4z/wer you have got aint 
Arguments upon this Head, is bitter Pia 
and fecting up downright Perfecution 4 wet 
you, and making you Obnoxious to on 
verument, if they Cou’d. Of which you he Ge. 
Adinonith’d the Obfervator, asa Shamef, Pi: 
of Arguing, he in his of the rath. Infta.? 
Repeats your Charge, and Juttifies ie ae 
owns, That he will Foment Profecatic i 
gainft you with all his Power. ee 


(6.) Rehearf. And in Anfwe 
a ats not to make Himfelf Omen 
falling upon the Miniftry, he Difdai : 
Advice, and as he had cal]’d thine’ Sei di 
lous, in his of the sth Infant for noe Pre 


fecming me, he Repeats it again in his of 


the rath and fays, Noth; 
€ 121 » WVothing can Fufpify 4) 
woh Ob mpes fick Trealonabte inte 
unifh d. eie Argu 
Treafon! Thus he An/vers, if d thie a fuss 
the Minifiry and Dilaes to Them , 7 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ts Hiftory of Scotch Presbytery; By Mr 


Shields, Gc. 


La Spiric of Calumny and Slander, Examin’d 


Chaftis’d, and Expos’d, ina Letter to a Mal 
More Particularly Addrefs'd_ to Mr. 
mere fome Ani- 
_famphlets, Pyublifh’ 
Parliaments, Laws, Nobi. 





li 


| by him againft the Kings, 


ty and Clergy of Scotland, Together with a fhort 
os , thor 


account of Presbyterian Princ; 
Praétices. yterian Principles and Confequential 








Londen, Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers of London and Wefiminfter. 


rs ee es 
et es eee 


in, At temeey 
'7 








Vc 


tS 8 ee ee es a ak a ee: 





